
The Missouri Department of Natural
Resources’ Technical Assistance
Program (TAP) is offering farmers and
ranchers in Missouri the opportunity to
develop an Intensive Grazing system
using solar powered water pumps at
minimum cost. TAP should receive a
federal grant in late 2001 or early 2002
that would be used to help fund solar
panels, pumps, tanks, platforms, some
piping and valves to a limited number of
farmers. The farmers would provide
water sources, miscellaneous system
components and animal grazing
paddocks.

Solar powered water pumps combined
with Intensive Grazing systems have
been successfully demonstrated on a
limited number of Missouri farms. We
are proposing to extend the use on a
broader scale.

The majority of Missouri cattle opera-
tions (both beef and dairy) use conven-
tional selective grazing with streams,
wells and ponds as water sources. The
cattle generally have free access to the
streams and ponds.  An Intensive
Grazing System uses fenced paddocks
to increase forage production and
efficiency. This in turn increases
profitability.

However, a successful livestock opera-
tion requires an ample supply of good
quality water to maintain animal health
and profit. An Intensive Grazing system

requires that the cattle have drinking
water at a source outside streams and
ponds at a reasonable cost. The cost
factor becomes an overriding concern
in areas remote from electric power.

That’s where the solar-powered pumps
come in. This project proposes to
provide solar powered water systems
to farmers to establish Intensive Graz-
ing systems in remote areas where
conventional electric power costs are
prohibitive.

We are in the process of developing
selection criteria for recipients. If you
are willing to have your farm consid-
ered for this project, please fill out the
form on the back of this folder and turn
it in to the Technical Assistance Pro-
gram. If we receive funding, we will
contact you with more information.

Please understand that this is not a
binding commitment on the part of
either party. The proposed time for the
start of the project is early 2002 and
goes to 2005.

Each individual farm grant will not
exceed $8,000. Data from each indi-
vidual farm project will be collected for
the length of the project (normally two
to three years).

Recipients will be required to provide
feedback through any one or more of a

variety of systems (field days, farmer to
farmer visits, etc.). The feedback
options will vary based on the farmer/
rancher’s needs.

We think this is a great opportunity, and
we hope you do too. If you have ques-
tions or would like more information,
please contact the department’s
Technical Assistance Program Ag Unit
at 1-800-361-4827 or (573) 526-6627.



Yes, I am interested in your solar pow-
ered water pump/Internsive Grazing
project. Please contact me should
federal funding become available.

Name:___________________________

Mailing Address:

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

  _______________________________

County:__________________________

Telephone:_______________________

Type of Farming Operation:

  _______________________________

Name of nearest named river, stream

or lake:__________________________

Mail this form to:
MO Department of Natural Resources
Technical Assistance Program
Attn:  Ag Unit
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO  65102-0176

R
ecycled P

aper
7/2001

P
U

B
0

0
0

6
4

2

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

M
issouri D

epartm
ent of N

atural R
esources

Technical A
ssistance P

rogram
P.O

. B
ox 176

Jefferson C
ity, M

O
  65102-0176

Missouri Department
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Are you
Interested in

a Solar
Powered

Water Pump
for your Cattle

Operation?


